Year 10 Curriculum

Students graduate from Key Stage 3 having studied a broad and balanced curriculum. They will be
equipped with the knowledge, skills and understanding to access the GCSE Curricula in whichever subjects
they choose.

At Key Stage 4 students embark on a pathway based on their academic ability and career aspirations
following guided discussions between themselves, their parents and their teachers. These pathways are
differentiated based on the number of GCSEs they will take and the number of hours they will have
studying English and Mathematics. This structure enables us to personalise the curriculum to the needs of
the students and ensure that they make the most progress across all of their subjects.

We intend that the vast majority of our students will follow a curriculum with the full suite of EBacc
subjects as we recognise the value they have on future employment. Indeed students can choose to study
both History and Geography as well as the choice of three modern foreign languages. We have consistently
invested in our Languages department as we believe that the acquisition of a second language helps instil
tolerance and gives students an important understanding of other cultures and societies as well as
preparing them well for an increasingly global employment market.

In the context of continuing pressure on curriculum time, we are proud of the fact that we continue to
provide all our students with both PSHCE (Personal Social Health and Citizens Education) and Religious
Studies as part of the taught curriculum.

We are also proud of the wide selection of Arts and creative subjects on offer to students and we have
protected these as we recognise their value in developing the whole child. Students also have the
opportunity to study additional twilight subjects in Computing, Latin, Astronomy, German and Mandarin.

At Key Stage 4, provision is differentiated across the pathways, and robust monitoring processes ensure
that intervention can be targeted surgically where it is needed. Interventions can include 1:1 support in
some subjects, provision of lunch time, after school and holiday catch up classes, support with study skills
and occasionally students may have their pathway individually modified to take account of significant
emerging learning needs.

We believe in a tailored approach to curriculum design and delivery and despite the size of our school, we
practice flexibility wherever possible. This approach means that students can expect their individual
subject preferences to be met at Key Stage 4, without the timetabling constraints that could otherwise
prove a barrier to some subject combinations. They can also expect their chosen suite of subjects to be
delivered such that stretch and challenge is appropriate to their ability.



Pathways

During Year 9 students are assigned to one of three Pathways for their GCSEs. This decision is based upon
their academic attainment at Key Stage 3 and their ability to cope with the number of GCSEs on offer per
pathway.

The pathways are defined as follows:

Pathway North Central East
English Lessons
(Literature & 4 5 6
Language)
4 (Year 10)

Maths Lessons 3 5 (Year 11) 6

. Combined or . .
Science pathway 1 Combined or Separate Combined

Separate

EBacc subjects Humanity? and MFL3 Humanity and MFL Humanity or MFL

Option subjects (can
include additional 2 1 1
EBacc subjects)

Religious Studies Religious Studies Religious Studies
Compulsory subjects (GCSE), PHSE, (GCSE), PHSE, (GCSE), PHSE,
Core PE Core PE Core PE
Total GCSEs 10or11 9o0r10 8

1. Separate Science is 3 GCSEs — Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Students get 3 separate grades.
Combined Science is 2 GCSEs in which students receive one overall grade for both.

2. Humanity = Geography or History

3. MFL = Modern Foreign Language. This could be German, Spanish or French.

In addition to the subjects studied within the 26 lesson timetable, students may apply to study Twilight
Subjects.



English

At Key Stage 4, students continue to develop their core skills as they study for GCSEs in English Language and
English Literature. We follow the AQA specification and encourage students to become mature, confident,
critical readers and writers in order to succeed in their exams. Speaking and listening is still a central part of
their preparation for the written exams as we believe discussion is a highly effective way for students to
explore and develop ideas as preparation for written assessment. We also run a range of enrichment trips
such as theatre visits and revision days to support learning. Below is an overview of the English Language
and Literature exams:

GCSE English Language
Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing (1hr 45)
Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives (1hr 45)

As preparation for these exams, students are exposed to a range of fiction and non-fiction texts
to develop their critical reading and analytical skills. Films and documentaries are also used to
enrich understanding of narrative and social issues, equipping students with a range of ideas,
skills and strategies to use in the writing sections of the exams.

Spoken Language

There is also a separately awarded Spoken Language component where students are required
to write and deliver a persuasive speech, followed by a question and answer session. Students
complete this component in the spring term of Year 10.

GCSE English Literature
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the Nineteenth Century Novel (1hr 45)

Students study either ‘Macbeth’ or ‘Romeo and Juliet’ for the Shakespeare section and all
classes study ‘Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’ for the Nineteenth Century novel.

Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry (2hr 15)

Students study either ‘An Inspector Calls,” ‘Lord of the Flies’ or ‘Animal Farm’ for Modern
Texts, 15 ‘Power and Conflict’ poems and also prepare for an Unseen Poetry component on
the exam.




Mathematics

Based on the performance in Year 9, students are setted by ability. These sets determine which tier of
entry (Foundation or Higher) students will sit in their final GCSE. Although these tiers of entry are reviewed

each year we expect that:

- All North Pathway Sets will study for Higher
- Some Central and East Pathway sets will study for Higher and some for Foundation.

The curriculum has been designed to build upon the learning at Key Stage 3 and prepare students for the
GCSE. In particular sufficient time has been devoted to ensuring that students can solve the harder
problem solving questions which are now typical in the reformed GCSE. It has also been structured so that

students can move sets (and tiers of entry) throughout Year 10.

Maths

Number

Half term 1

Algebra

Ratio, Fractions & Percentages

Angles & Trigonometry

Half term 2

Data

Graphs

Half term 3

Area & Volume

Equations & Inequalities

Half term 4

Similarity & Congruence

Probability

Non-calculator methods

Half term 5

End of Year Assessments

Half term 6

Review of the year




Science

In Key Stage 4 students are taught 6 lessons of Science (2 in each of Biology, Chemistry and Physics). This

ensures that everyone is taught by subject specialists. At the end of Year 11 students will take either

Separate Science (3 GCSEs with 3 distinct grades) or Combined Science (2 GCSEs with one overall grade).

All students start on Combined Science and an initial decision is made at the end of the autumn term if
they can progress to the Separate Sciences. We are proud that most of our students have the dedication
and enthusiasm for this route.
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Core Subjects

All students at Graveney study Religious Studies as we believe this is a vital part of their education. We also
insist that all students on the North and Central Pathways study a Humanity and a Modern Foreign
Language as we recognise the value of these for further education and with employees. Students on the
East pathway must study at least one of these subjects which enables them to have 1 option subject.

Religious
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Option subjects

The following subjects can be taken as option subjects by the students (as well as any of the Core subjects).

Subject Art Computing Drama D&T - Product | D&T- Textiles | D&T - Graphics
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Form time:

Alongside the subject curriculum, Graveney students follow a carefully planned pastoral programme, delivered by
their tutors, Head of Year and Phase leaders. This programme is designed to promote the skills taught in their
classrooms and to embed our school values, supporting our students in becoming confident, independent learners
and active members of our community.

Form times are used to deliver our tutorial programme which has been developed around the ‘Habits of Mind’
framework; tutorial sessions focus on developing key skills with application across the curriculum, such as effective
collaborative work with others and independent study habits which promote learning. As the year progresses, the
tutorial programme is further utilised to provide guidance on effective revision as well as how to recognise and
manage stress and focus on wellbeing.

In addition to these tutor led sessions, each year group comes together for a weekly assembly. These assemblies are
used to celebrate success, sharing news of individual and collective achievement, with news of the Graveney House
events and victories and updates on house points and sporting outcomes. They are also used to encourage students
to think more carefully about the world around them, focusing on key issues that impact young people, such as
online safety and the environment, as well as wider national and global events, such as Black History Month and
International Women’s Day. Our assembly programme is designed to promote deeper thinking in our students, and
encourages them to consider themselves and their role in both our own community and the wider communities in
which they live.

In Year 10 students commence the process Work Experience which takes place at the end of Year 11. Students are
encouraged and supported to find opportunities that will inform and inspire them for their future career pathway.



