
Year 9 at Graveney

Year 9 Graveney Curriculum

Students in Year 9 study a broad curriculum that builds on their work in Year 8. It has been designed
to support them inmaking sense of the increasingly complex world that we live in today and teach
them how they can improve it both for themselves and for future generations.We continually adapt
our provision tomeet new or emerging needs andwe deliver our curriculum taking account of the
very best in current educational thinking.

We take pride in the vibrant, culturally rich and socially and ethnically diverse inner city area of
London that our school serves. Our provision is carefully tailored to ensure that the needs of all
these groups aremet. Everything that we do is underpinned by a commitment to inclusion which
ensures that everyone, whatever their background or ability, canmake outstanding progress.

All our students have access to the National Curriculum at KS3 – but our curriculum has been
developed to extend their learning even further.We know that breadth at this level ensures that
later choices for everyone are as wide as they can possibly be andwe are proud to offer all students
a 3 year KS3 curriculum tomaintain this breadth for as long as possible. All students are taught a
core body of knowledge. Themore able then have the opportunity to achieve further depth, stretch
and challenge andwhere students need additional support, this is provided. This means that all our
students receive provision designed tomeet their particular ability and aspiration.

We also believe in developing our pupils beyond academic success.We expect and support them to
participate and dowell in a range of creative, performance, outdoor and sporting activities so that,
wherever their skills and interests lie, they can excel. This wide ranging provision is an essential
ingredient that contributes substantially to the cohesive and harmonious community that we know
as the ‘Graveney Family’. By participating in these activities, students can realise their ambitions in a
wide range of areas (e.g. music, drama or sport) and canwork at the highest possible levels outside
the confines of a strictly qualifications related course of study if they wish. In Year 9we expect all of
our students to take part in the Duke of Edinburgh schemewhich embodies the values we expect of
our students. Through this they will gain invaluable experience of a wide range of life forming
opportunities culminating in their overnight expedition.

In Year 9, students Graduate to Key Stage 4. As part of this process all students will Graduate with
either a Pass, Merit or Distinction. For full details see the website section here. Students also select
their options for Key Stage 4 in Year 9. Full details for this can be found here.

This document is designed to ensure that you are aware of the subjects Year 8 students study and
the content taught within each one. All students follow the same curriculum plan throughout the
year, however there are slight variations in English which are explained. In addition to this students
in Technology can opt to study their favourite specialism (Food, Product Design, Graphics or
Textiles).

The number of hours taught per subject is indicated below:

English Maths Science MFL History Geog PE Tech Art Music Computing Philosophy
& Theology

PSHE

4 3 3 31 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1

1. Students in the Endeavour Band study 1 lesson of Literacy and 2 lessons ofMFL

https://www.graveney.org/KS3-Graduation/
https://www.graveney.org/Year-9-Next-Steps/
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English in Year 9:

Our aim for Year 9 is to enable all students to become purposeful, independent critics of form and voice.
There will be a particular focus on developing comparative skills through fiction and non-fiction
texts. The units will focus on consolidating understanding of viewpoint and the development of key
themes, whilst refining close analysis skills and confidence in accurately using higher level subject
terminology.

The Graveney Key Stage 3 English curriculum provides a rich and vibrant learning experience for all
students and is built around a range of texts that are diverse in form, genre, narrative and
authorship. Across the 3 years students are taught by the same teacher whowill follow the same
sequenced skills journey as the other classes but the teacher will personalise the text choices for the
needs of their class. By the end of Key Stage 3 all students will have at least studied:

Reading:
☐ A range of non-fiction –
information texts, letters, diary
entries, newspaper articles, etc.

☐ Pre-1914 literature

☐ Modern literature

☐ 2whole novels

☐ 2whole Shakespeare plays

Writing:
☐ Short stories

☐ Newspaper articles

☐ Speeches

☐ Letters

☐ Diary entries

☐ Blogs

Speaking & Listening:
☐ Talking to others – i.e.
presentations, monologues

☐ Talking with others – i.e.
debate, conversation

☐ Talking in role – i.e. drama,
performance

☐ Poetry – both a collection and unseen poetry

☐ A comparison of texts across time

Year 9 Aim: To become purposeful, independent critics of form and voice

Term
Unit Purpose

3B
Consolidating
comparative
explorations of
concepts and
ideas

3A
Refining critical
analysis skills and
crafting
purposeful writing

2B
Synthesising the
links between
literary themes
and their real
world contexts

2A
Investigating
contemporary
culture and society
through fictional
narratives

1B
Exploring
sustained
presentations of
characters,
concepts and
themes

1A
Experimenting
with voice, form
and craft

Possible Text
Choices:

Novel or Play:

‘Billy Elliot’ the
novel adapted by
Melvin Burgess
‘CoramBoy’ the
play adapted by
Helen
Edmundson
‘Hope Springs’
the play by
Richard Conlon

Shakespeare:

‘Much Ado’

‘TheMerchant of
Venice’

‘Twelfth Night’

Extended Contextual Study –Novel or
Play:

‘Jane Eyre’ by Charlotte Brontë
‘The Hate YouGive’ by Angie Thomas
‘Noughts and Crosses’ the play by
Malorie Blackman
‘Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep’
by Philip KDick
‘The Bone Sparrow’ by Zana Fraillon

Year 9 Exam
Preparation:

Comparative non-
fiction and
persuasive writing

Comparative
Poetry:

Poetry of Youth

Identity Poetry

Love Poetry

TheModernists
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Mathematics in Year 9:

The Year 9Mathematics Curriculum has been designed to ensure that all students are fluent
in the fundamental concepts required for studying the GCSEmaterial. Although all students
study the same units, this work will be differentiated based upon the needs of the class.

Year 9Mathematics

Term
Unit

Summer 2
Summer 1

Spring 2

Spring 1

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Unit of
Work

Straight line
graphs

Forming and
solving
equations

Testing
conjectures

3 Dimensional
shapes

Constructions
and
congruence

Numbers

Using
percentages

Maths and
Money

Deduction

Rotation and
Transformation

Pythagoras'
Theorem

Enlargement and
Similarity

Solving ratio and
proportion
problems

Rates

Probability

Algebraic
representation
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Science in Year 9:

Students in Year 9 begin studying the Key Stage 4 (GCSE) content. This is to ensure that they have
sufficient time to learn all of thematerial. Students in the Extension and Enrichment Bands study the 3
Sciences (Biology, Chemistry and Physics) with separate teachers; those in the Endeavour Band have
one teacher who covers all of thematerial

Subject Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Science

Atomic
structure

Periodic
table & Ions

Cell
structures

Cell
structures

What
happens in
cells
The particle
mode

Pressure

Respiration

Photosynthesis

Separating
mixtures
Bonding.

Waves

Electromagnetic
spectrum

Exam
preparation

Radioactivity

Uses &
hazards of
radioactivity

Subject Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Biology
Cell structures What happens

in cells
Respiration Respiration &

Photosynthesis
Photosynthesis
& Exam
preparation

Photosynthesis

Chemistry

Atomic
structure

Separating
mixtures.
Periodic table &
Ions

Bonding Bonding.
Nanoparticles &
allotropes of
Carbon.

Nanoparticles
& allotropes of
Carbon.
Exam
Preparation

Formulae &
Equations

Physics

The particle
model &
changes of
state

Pressure &
Waves

Waves &
Electromagnetic
spectrum

Radioactivity Radioactivity &
Exam
preparation

Uses & hazards
of radioactivity
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Subject Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

History

Why did the world
go to war in 1918?

What was the
experience of men
of the empire during
WWI?

How did Hitler
come to power in
Germany in 1933?

What was life like in
Nazi Germany?

The road to war:
Was the policy of
appeasement a
mistake?

What was life like
on the Home Front
ofWWII?

What were the aims
of the post war civil
rights movement of
the USA?

PostWar Britain:
the welfare state,
migration and the
British civil rights
movement.

Geography

Aworld to
investigate:
Development

An eventfulWorld:

Tectonics

A changingWorld:

Blood, sweat and
tears: over
consumption and the
economy

A diverseWorld:

Global Geopolitics

A diverseWorld:

Global Geopolitics

A dynamicWorld:

Global Geopolitics

French

MonMonde à
moi:
Using 3 tenses
together to talk
about your life

Projets pour
l’avenir:
talking about future
plans

Ma vie et la vie des
autres:
Using the imperfect
tense in different
contexts

Ma vie et la vie des
autres cont’d

Lemeilleur des
mondes:
talking about the
environment

Lemeilleurs des
mondes cont’d

Les pays
francophones:
talking about the
French speaking
world

Les pays
francophones
cont’d

Review of the Year

Film project

Spanish

Somos así:
My interests and
hobbies

¡Oriéntate!:
Future work and life
aspirations

En forma:
Healthy diet and
lifestyle, daily
routine, injuries and
illnesses

Jóvenes en acción:
Global issues, my
local area past vs
present

Una aventura en
Madrid:
Making
comparisons,
planning activities

Continuing Una
aventura en
Madrid:
Making
comparisons,
planning activities
Review of the Year:
Film project
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Subject Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Philosophy
& Theology
(GCSE RS)

Unit 1
Christian beliefs

Continuing Unit 1
Christian beliefs

Continuing Unit 1
Christian beliefs

Unit 3
Living the Christian
life

Continuing Unit 3
Living the Christian
life

Continuing Unit 3
Living the Christian
life

Art

Theme: Identity

Experimental
observational
drawing tasks BHM
Artist Analysis.

Theme: Identity

Focused
observational
drawing

End of term
evaluation

Theme: Identity

Painting theory

LGBTQ+Artist
Analysis and
response

Theme: Identity

Painting a final
piece

End of term
evaluation

Theme: Identity

Sculpture design

Planning for a 3D
outcome. Artist
Analysis linked to
theme and
response.

Theme: Identity

3D outcome

Responding to 3D
outcomes inmixed
media. End of term
evaluation.

Technology
Students choose a
specialism at the
start of the year

Product design/ Graphics
Presentation andmodelling techniques

Product design/ Graphics
Night light project

Product design/ Graphics
USBmemory stick project

Textiles
Introduction to skills and Technical
Practice

Textiles
Construction techniques and Sustainability

Textiles
Collaborative working, modelling and
prototyping

Architecture
Architectural competition

Architecture
Architectural competition

Architecture
Final project/Models presented

Food andNutrition
Skills and technical practice

Food andNutrition
Sustainability and foodwastage

Food andNutrition
Final mini GCSE project
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PSHE and Citizenship Curriculum

The PSHE/Citizenship department draws on guidance issued by the Department for Education for Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education as well as on the
statutory guidance for Relationship and Sex Education (RSE) which was updated andmade compulsory for all students receiving secondary education in 2019.We believe
that all of our pupils need the knowledge to be able tomake informed decisions about their wellbeing, health and relationships so that they can embrace the challenges of
living a happy and successful adult life.We aim to support our pupils to develop resilience and to knowwhere and how to access support as they navigate a complex world
both online and offline. Our RSE unit is taught in an age appropriatemanner with the recognition that beliefs and values around sex will differ based on a range of factors
including culture and religion. In year 9 the following themes are covered:

Subject Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Music

Unit 7a:
Twentieth-Century
Music 1

Minimalism

(Sequencing on
Logic)

Unit 7b:
Twentieth-Century
Music 2

Electronic Dance
Music

(Sequencing on
Logic)

Unit 8a:
Music for Stage and
Screen 1

FilmMusic

(Sequencing on
Logic)

Continuing Unit 8a:
Music for Stage and
Screen 1

Unit 8b:
Music for Stage and
Screen 2

Opera andMusical
Theatre

(Keyboard)

Unit 9:

Ensemble Skills

Bands Performance

PE

Football / Rugby

Have knowledge of
how to recovery
from vigorous
exercise

Badminton/Basket
ball/Netball

Mastering
specialised
movements &
introducing
advance skill

Table tennis/
Gymnastics

Mastering the use of
more advance tactics
to encourage
intelligent movement
in competition

Heart Related
Fitness/Fitness
Testing /Training
methods

Knowing how to
train to improve
fitness

Athletics/
Rounders/Cricket

Use analyse of
movement to
implement
improvements to
performance

Tennis/ OAA

Mastering
understanding of
rules to officiate
independently.

Computer
Science

Cybersecurity &
Computer networks

Database / SQL
(MS)

HTML, CSS and
Javascript

Advanced Python/
Advanced
Computational
thinking

Advanced
Spreadsheet
Modelling

Canva

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vr1g_1J_uD0lDTX-MbsQ_ET0kOdowoTt2WHNoA5hS90/edit#heading=h.33mxym8t48um
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For the first half of the year students explore the PSHE curriculum, then for the second half of the year begin the Citizenship curriculum.
Although these subjects have distinct differences, there are also overlapping features

PSHE in Year 9

For the first half of
the year students
explore the PSHE
curriculum, then for
the second half of the
year begin the
Citizenship
curriculum.

Although these
subjects have distinct
differences, there are
also overlapping
features

TRANSITIONING TOYEAR 9
(Half term 1):

Developing andmaintaining skills to
managewellbeing and develop resilience
and recognising how to advocate for
yourself and others

Factors affecting wellbeing
Strategies to improvewellbeing
Helpful and unhelpful coping strategies
Risk of unhelpful coping strategies
(self-harm and eating disorders and risk
taking behaviour)
Self-esteem and appearance ideals

Autonomy&Advocacy: Developing
self-confidence, riskmanagement and
strategies tomanage influence
Extremism and grooming
Violence against women and girls
Female Genital Mutilation

CHOICES & INFLUENCE (Half term 2) :

Developing empathy, compassion and
strategies to access support:

Drugs andmental health
Exploring attitudes to drugs
Building positive relationships (friendship and
romantic)

Autonomy&Advocacy: Developing
self-confidence, riskmanagement and
strategies tomanage influence:

Sexuality and identity
Our relationship with our body
Consent and sex
Sexual anatomy and advocacy
Common infections
Contraception and protection
Debunkingmyths

AUTONOMY&ADVOCACY

Developing respect for diversity, building
empathy and understanding theworld around
us:

Stereotypes and themedia
Challenging stereotypes
Types of discrimination
The Equality Act of 2010
Protected characteristic project
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Citizenship in Year 9

For the first half of the
year students explore
the PSHE curriculum,
then for the second
half of the year begin
the Citizenship
curriculum.
Although these
subjects have distinct
differences, there are
also overlapping
features

Politics and identity:

Identity – Britishness

British citizenship- should it be

taken away?

The development of the political

system of democratic

government in the United

Kingdom, including the roles of

citizens, Parliament and the

monarch

Advocacy and political voice:

The operation of Parliament, including voting

and elections, and the role of political parties

Student elections and political campaigning

project

Hustings

Crime and justice:

The nature of rules and laws and the justice

system, including the role of the police and the

operation of courts and tribunals

Youth law

Stop and search rights and statistics

Knife crime

Joint enterprise

Form time:

Alongside the subject curriculum, Graveney students follow a carefully planned pastoral programme, delivered by their tutors, Head of Year and Phase
leaders. This programme is designed to promote the skills taught in their classrooms and to embed our school values, supporting our students in becoming
confident, independent learners and activemembers of our community.

Form times are used to deliver our tutorial programmewhich has been developed around the ‘Habits ofMind’ framework; tutorial sessions focus on
developing key skills with application across the curriculum, such as effective collaborative work with others and independent study habits which promote
learning. As the year progresses, the tutorial programme is further utilised to provide guidance on effective revision as well as how to recognise and
manage stress and focus onwellbeing.

In addition to these tutor led sessions, each year group comes together for a weekly assembly. These assemblies are used to celebrate success, sharing
news of individual and collective achievement, with news of the Graveney House events and victories and updates on house points and sporting outcomes.
They are also used to encourage students to thinkmore carefully about the world around them, focusing on key issues that impact young people, such as
online safety and the environment, as well as wider national and global events, such as Black HistoryMonth and InternationalWomen’s Day. Our assembly
programme is designed to promote deeper thinking in our students, and encourages them to consider themselves and their role in both our own community
and the wider communities in which they live.


