
Year 8 at Graveney

Year 8 Graveney Curriculum

Students in Year 8 study a broad curriculum that builds on their work in Year 7. It has been designed to
support them inmaking sense of the increasingly complex world that we live in today and teach them
how they can improve it both for themselves and for future generations.We continually adapt our
provision tomeet new or emerging needs andwe deliver our curriculum taking account of the very
best in current educational thinking.

We take pride in the vibrant, culturally rich and socially and ethnically diverse inner city area of London
that our school serves. Our provision is carefully tailored to ensure that the needs of all these groups
aremet. Everything that we do is underpinned by a commitment to inclusion which ensures that
everyone, whatever their background or ability, canmake outstanding progress.

All our students have access to the National Curriculum at KS3 – but our curriculum has been
developed to extend their learning even further.We know that breadth at this level ensures that later
choices for everyone are as wide as they can possibly be andwe are proud to offer all students a 3 year
KS3 curriculum tomaintain this breadth for as long as possible. All students are taught a core body of
knowledge. Themore able then have the opportunity to achieve further depth, stretch and challenge
andwhere students need additional support, this is provided. This means that all our students receive
provision designed tomeet their particular ability and aspiration.

We also believe in developing our pupils beyond academic success.We expect and support them to
participate and dowell in a range of creative, performance, outdoor and sporting activities so that,
wherever their skills and interests lie, they can excel. This wide ranging provision is an essential
ingredient that contributes substantially to the cohesive and harmonious community that we know as
the ‘Graveney Family’. By participating in these activities, students can realise their ambitions in a wide
range of areas (e.g. music, drama or sport) and canwork at the highest possible levels outside the
confines of a strictly qualifications related course of study if they wish. In Year 8we expect all of our
students to attend the BoxHill residential expedition but there are somanymore opportunities for
them to be involvedwith.

This document is designed to ensure that you are aware of the subjects Year 8 students study and the
content taught within each one. All students follow the same curriculum plan throughout the year,
however there are slight variations in English which are explained.

The number of hours taught per subject is indicated below:

Eng;ish1 Maths Science MFL2 History Geog PE Tech Art Music Computing Philosophy
and Theology/
PSHE3

5 3 3 3 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1

1. Students study Drama for half the year during one of their English lessons. One of the 4 lessons
is also a designated reading lesson every week.

2. Students in the Endeavour Band study 1 lesson of Literacy and 2 lessons ofMFL

3. Students study each of these subjects for half of the year
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English in Year 8:

Our aim for Year 8 is to build confident, precise investigators of themes and concepts. Wewill build on
the learning habits from Year 7 and continue to promote a love of Literature whilst creating a
greater focus on the ways in which language is used bywriters to shapemeaning.

Students in Year 8 will also have a designated Literacy lesson once a week for half the year. The other
half of the year will be the class’ designated Drama lesson.
Literacy lessons will focus on developing core literacy skills through the study of short stories:

Unit 1: Detective Fiction ‘TheMystery of Room 12’ by Robin Stevens and ‘The Speckled Band’ by
Arthur ConanDoyle

Unit 2: Dystopian Fiction

Unit 3: Exploring Fantasy

The Graveney Key Stage 3 English curriculum provides a rich and vibrant learning experience for all
students and is built around a range of texts that are diverse in form, genre, narrative and
authorship. Across the 3 years students are taught by the same teacher whowill follow the same
sequenced skills journey as the other classes but the teacher will personalise the text choices for the
needs of their class.

Year 8 Aim: To build confident, precise investigators of themes and concepts

Term
Unit
Purpose

3B
Consolidating
understanding
of craft and
impact

3A
Analysing
themes and
writers’
methods

2B
Developing
considered,
reflective
responses to
diverse
perspectives

2A
Investigating
viewpoints and
justifying assured
personal
responses

1B
Exploring and
experimenting
with style and
techniques in
writing

1A
Becoming
critical and
precise readers

Possible
Text
Choices:

‘Oliver Twist’
the play

‘High Rise
Mystery’ by
Sharna
Jackson

‘The Tempest’

Afrofuturism
short stories

‘Talking in
Whispers’ by
James
Watson

‘Noughts and
Crosses’ the play
byMalorie
Blackman
‘Look BothWays’
short stories by
Jason Reynolds
Poetry:
Celebrating
London

‘TheWhale
Rider’ by
Witi Ihimaera

Non- fiction:
Black Fish
‘The Bone
Sparrow’ by
Zana Fraillon

Year 8 Exam
Preparation:

extracts
from
selected
fiction texts

Poetry:
Sonnets

Poetry:
Protest

Poetry:
Nature

Shakespeare:
‘The Tempest’
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By the end of Key Stage 3 all students will have at least studied:

Reading Writing Speaking & Listening

A range of non-fiction;
information texts, letters, diary
entries, newspaper articles, etc.

Newspaper articles Talking to others i.e.
presentations, monologues

Pre-1914 literature Speeches Talking with others i.e. debate,
conversation

Modern literature Letters Talking in role i.e. drama,
performance

2whole novels Diary entries Poetry, both a collection and
unseen poetry

Short stories Blogs A comparison of texts across
time

2whole Shakespeare plays
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Mathematics in Year 8:

The Mathematics Curriculum has been designed to ensure that all students are taught new content
in a sequenced and logical fashion. Students are taught new content once they have mastered the
pre-requisite knowledge. Embedded within each unit of work are the fundamental mathematical
concepts which students practise to develop mathematical fluency. They are then required to carry
out problem solving questions so that they can apply their knowledge to unfamiliar contexts. To
ensure that students can apply their knowledge in as many different scenarios as possible, the
timing of the units is differentiated slightly.

Year 8Mathematics

Term
Unit

Summer
2Summer 1

Spring 2
Spring 1

Autumn 2
Autumn 1

Unit of
Work

Ratio and
Scale

Mutiplicative
change

Multiplying
and dividing
fractions

Working in the
Cartesian
plane

Representing
data

Tables and
Probability

Brackets,
equations &
inequalities

Sequences

Indices

Fractions &
percentages

Standard
Index Form

Number
sense

Angles in
parallel and
polygons

Areas of
trapeziums
and circles

Reflection

The data
handling
cycle

Measure of
location
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Subject Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 2 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Science

B2.1 Health and
Lifestyle

B2.2
Ecosystems

P2.2 Energy

P2.1 Electricity &
Magnetism

C2.2 Separation
Techniques

C2.1 Periodic Table

C2.3Metals and Acids

B2.3 Adaptation &
Inheritance

P2.3Motion and
Pressure

Revision

P2.1 Electricity &
Magnetism

ProjectWork

History

The Tudors

How did the
Tudors come to
power?

How did religion
change under
the Tudors?

England's
Revolution:Why
did CivilWar
break out in 1642?

What was Life like
in the interregnum?

Whywas the
monarchy restored?

How did London
change in the 17th
Century?

What was the
experience of enslaved
people in the
Trans-Atlantic slave
trade?

Whywas slavery
abolished in the British
empire in 1833?

What was life like in
India before the British
Empire?

What wasWhy and how
did Britain build an
Empire?

How did the industrial
revolution affect
Britain?

Geography

Aworld to
investigate:

Coasts

An eventful
World:

Urbanisation

A changingWorld:

Weather, climate
and climate change

Weather, climate and
climate change

A diverseWorld:

Globalisation: the
emergence of Asia

A diverseWorld:

Globalisation: the
emergence of Asia

A dynamicWorld:

Glaciation
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Subject Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 2 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

French

Vive les
vacances:
Talking about
holidays in the
past

J'adore les fêtes:
Festivals and
plans in the future

À loisir:
Leisure activities

Continuing À loisir:
Leisure activities
Lemonde est petit:
Wherewe live and daily
routine

Le sport en direct:
Sport and health

Continuing Le sport en
direct: Sport and health
Review of the Year, Film
project

Spanish

Mis vacaciones:

Talking about
holidays in the
past, activities
and opinions

Todo sobremi
vida:
My interests,
music, TV and
technology

¡A comer!:

Food and
celebrations

¿Qué hacemos?:

Getting ready and going
out

Operación verano:

Holiday activities and
accommodation

ContinuingOperación
verano:Holiday
activities and
accommodation

Review of the Year:
Film project

Philosophy
& Theology

Unit 1
What is religion?

Unit 1
What is religion?

Unit 2
Ethical Theories

Unit 1
What is religion?

Unit 1
What is religion?

Unit 2
Ethical Theories

Art

Theme: Urban
Environment.
Experimental
observational
drawing tasks.
BHMArtist
Analysis +
response

Theme: Urban
Environment.
Focused
observational
drawing
End of term
evaluation

Theme: Urban
Environment.
Sculpture design
Planning for a 3D
outcome. LGBTQ+
artist analysis and
response.

Theme: Urban
Environment.
3D outcome
Responding to 3D
outcomes inmixed
media. End of term
evaluation.

Theme: Urban
Environment.
Painting theory
Artist Analysis linked to
theme

Theme: Urban
Environment.
Painting
End of term evaluation

Technology
*10wks in each

specialism

Product Design
&Graphics
Storage Box
Project

Product Design &
Graphics
Lantern Project

Textiles
Plastic Fantastic Project/Machine Skills

Food &Nutrition

Multicultural Food
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Subject Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 2 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Music

Unit 4: The
Blues

History and
Context

12 Bar Blues

(Keyboard)

Continuing Unit
4: The Blues

Unit 5a:
Analysing Skills 1

Top of the Pops

(Ukulele)

Unit 5b: Analysing Skills
2

ProgrammeMusic

(Keyboard)

Unit 6a: PopularMusic
1

Components of a Pop
Song

(Sequencing on Logic)

Unit 6b: PopularMusic
2

Arranging a Pop Song

(Sequencing on Logic)

PE

Football / Rugby
Understanding
the benefits of a
warm up / cool
down.

Badminton/
Basketball/
Netball
Developing
transitional skills
& linking core
skills

Table tennis/
Gymnastics
Developing
knowledge of
tactics in
competition to
improve decision
making skill.

Heart Related Fitness/
Fitness Testing
Interpreting data
related tomy personal
fitness

Athletics/ Rounders/
Cricket
Analysemovement to
improve own and others
performance.

Tennis/ OAA
Develop understanding
of rules to begin
officiating.

PSHE
Transitioning
into secondary

Transitioning
into secondary

Health and
Well Being

Health and
Well Being

Autonomy and
Advocacy

Autonomy and
Advocacy

Drama
*Students study
Drama for 3 half

terms

Creating Characters
Consider how to perform big
characters on stage, using authors
such as Charles Dickens.

● Facial expressions
● Physicality
● Voice

Performing Scripts
Explore scripts such as A Midsummer
Night’s Dream.

● Staging monologues and duologues
● Levels and proxemics
● Characterisation

Physical and Non Naturalistic Theatre
Learn about non naturalistic and surreal theatre
through scripts such as Haroun and the Sea of
Stories.

● Physical theatre
● Non naturalistic movement
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Subject Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 2 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Computer
Science

WebDesign
(HTML)
&Digital
Citizenship

Computer Logics
andData
representation

Programming /
Comp Thinking: 
Python/alternative

DrawingWith Python Artificial Intelligence Physical Computing
withMicro: bits with
Python Coding
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PSHECurriculum

The PSHE/Citizenship department draws on guidance issued by the Department for Education for Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education as well as on
the statutory guidance for Relationship and Sex Education (RSE) which was updated andmade compulsory for all students receiving secondary education in 2019.
We believe that all of our pupils need the knowledge to be able tomake informed decisions about their wellbeing, health and relationships so that they can
embrace the challenges of living a happy and successful adult life.We aim to support our pupils to develop resilience and to knowwhere and how to access support
as they navigate a complex world both online and offline. In year 8 the following themes are covered:

PSHE In Year 8

PSHE and
Philosophy &
Theology
operate on a
carousel
structure and
students will
swap between
these subjects
after three half
terms.

TRANSITIONING INTO SECONDARY (Half
term 1):

Developing andmaintain friendships in a
new academic year

Positive relationships
Resilience and emotional well being
Allyship and activism

AUTONOMY&ADVOCACY:

Developing respect for diversity, building
empathy and understanding theworld
around us:

Disability discrimination and allyship
Neurodiversity
Promoting an inclusive environment
Advocacy and recognising barriers

RESISTING PEER INFLUENCES (Half term
2):

Developing communication and negotiation
skills, clarifying values and strategies to
manage influence:

Decisionmaking and risk taking
Online safety (sexting , grooming, digital
footprint, reputation)
Gambling
Drugs (law/health/social impact)
Vaping(law/health/social/environmental
impact)
Alcohol
Grooming and exploitation (county lines and
drugmules)

HEALTH&WELLBEING (Half term 3):

Developing self-confidence and
self-worth

Body Image
Exploring the impact of social media on
self-worth
Puberty and identity
Managingmenstruation
changes
Period Poverty
Boundaries and consent
LGBT+ inclusivity
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Form time:

Alongside the subject curriculum, Graveney students follow a carefully planned pastoral programme, delivered by their tutors, Head of Year and
Phase leaders. This programme is designed to promote the skills taught in their classrooms and to embed our school values, supporting our students
in becoming confident, independent learners and activemembers of our community.

Form times are used to deliver our tutorial programmewhich has been developed around the ‘Habits ofMind’ framework; tutorial sessions focus on
developing key skills with application across the curriculum, such as effective collaborative work with others and independent study habits which
promote learning. As the year progresses, the tutorial programme is further utilised to provide guidance on effective revision as well as how to
recognise andmanage stress and focus onwellbeing.

In addition to these tutor led sessions, each year group comes together for a weekly assembly. These assemblies are used to celebrate success,
sharing news of individual and collective achievement, with news of the Graveney House events and victories and updates on house points and
sporting outcomes. They are also used to encourage students to thinkmore carefully about the world around them, focusing on key issues that
impact young people, such as online safety and the environment, as well as wider national and global events, such as Black HistoryMonth and
InternationalWomen’s Day. Our assembly programme is designed to promote deeper thinking in our students, and encourages them to consider
themselves and their role in both our own community and the wider communities in which they live.


