
 

 

Graveney Curriculum Intent per subject 
 

We are a fiercely aspirational school. The opportunity to educate our young people is a very 

special privilege and it is one that we take extremely seriously. We believe that the best 

education is one that builds on the knowledge and discoveries made by those that have 

preceded us. By sharing that knowledge and those discoveries we will prepare our students 

to take their place as the next generation of adults, able to think about and address the 

global challenges that we face, armed with the evidence and equipped with the skills.  

 

All our students have access to the National Curriculum at KS3 and many students are able 

to extend their learning even further. We know that breadth at this level ensures that later 

choices for everyone are as wide as they can possibly be.  

 

All students are taught a core body of knowledge. The more able then have the opportunity 

to achieve further depth, stretch and challenge and where students need additional 

support, this is provided. This means that all our students receive provision designed to 

meet their particular ability and aspiration. 

 

This document outlines the Curriculum Intent per department and will hopefully give you a 

better flavour of what it means to be studying each of these subjects at Graveney. 

 

  



 

 

Art 
 

The Art & Design curriculum has been designed to build upon prior knowledge taught in 

primary education at KS2. Students are encouraged to gain a wider understanding of the art 

& craft world through broad themes which allow them to make outstanding progress 

throughout the KS3 course and beyond. In KS3 Art & Design students demonstrate their 

knowledge and understanding of a range of art techniques through different mediums and 

practise these taught techniques to develop their skills further throughout the course.  

 

We have high expectations of observational drawings skills, students spend each Autumn 

Term in years 7, 8 and 9 developing and refining these techniques. Students also learn about 

the work of well established artists and how to form a structured artist analysis on the work 

of others. Alongside this they gain access to a wide range of subject specific language and 

keywords which develops their ability to write and discuss their own ideas in relation to the 

artworks they have produced. All KS3 students have the opportunity to participate in whole 

school exhibitions as well as attend a lunchtime club and enter competitions which extend 

the lessons taught within the timetable. Students at all key stages are also expected to learn 

about the hazards and risks of the art world, gaining an understanding of conceptual art and 

the ideas behind it, this allows for a wider knowledge of the application of art in leisure and 

in future careers. 

 

By teaching a broad range of skilled 

techniques and structured analysis all 

students are gaining a well-informed 

knowledge of what is expected at KS4 & KS5 

in both Art and Photography. All students will 

have been taught the fundamental core skills 

that allow them to progress onto GCSE Art 

course as well as the AS and A Level courses. 

It also allows them to think positively about 

higher education within the subject and 

informs them of career and job opportunities 

should they choose to take the subject 

further. We want all students to gain a good 

understanding of the importance of art in the 

world, its place and impact within society 

today and in the past, present and future. 

  



 

 

Biology 
 

Our Science curriculum is rooted in inspiring students to develop their knowledge and practical skills, 
as well as a focus on guiding all students to become fluent in the language of Science. We aim to give 
all students a strong understanding of the world around them in addition to acquiring the skills and 
knowledge to help them to think scientifically, to gain an understanding of scientific processes and an 
appreciation of the uses and implications of Science in wider society. We build upon prior knowledge, 
ensuring all pupils have a firm grasp of concepts they will need as they progress through the 
curriculum. Taught through the three Science subjects by specialist teachers, all pupils learn 
fundamental principles including the basis of life, properties of substances and energy. 

Our curriculum also builds in key opportunities to develop pupils’ hands-on practical skills, 
encouraging them to ask questions and seek answers through Scientific method.  These skills are 
embedded in each topic and are revisited and developed throughout their time at school. All 
students are supported to develop and use a range of skills including observations, planning and 
enquiry, as well as being encouraged to become independent learners when exploring possible 
answers for their scientific based questions. 

We believe that all students can make outstanding 
progress to achieve Science qualifications that will 
enable them to become confident and informed 
members of society. We inspire students to 
continue their studies within a wide range of 
scientific fields, preparing them with the 
knowledge and skills required for a higher level of 
study. In addition, we develop the intellectual 
curiosity, questioning and critical thinking skills in 
all students so that they can appreciate, with awe 
and wonder, the world around them. 

 

  



 

 

Chemistry 
 

Our Science curriculum is rooted in inspiring students to develop their knowledge and practical skills, 
as well as a focus on guiding all students to become fluent in the language of Science. We aim to give 
all students a strong understanding of the world around them in addition to acquiring the skills and 
knowledge to help them to think scientifically, to gain an understanding of scientific processes and 
an appreciation of the uses and implications of Science in wider society. We build upon prior 
knowledge, ensuring all pupils have a firm grasp of concepts they will need as they progress through 
the curriculum. Taught through the three Science subjects by specialist teachers, all pupils learn 
fundamental principles including the basis of life, properties of substances and energy. 

Our curriculum also builds in key opportunities to develop pupils’ hands-on practical skills, 
encouraging them to ask questions and seek answers through Scientific method.  These skills are 
embedded in each topic and are revisited and developed throughout their time at school. All 
students are supported to develop and use a range of skills including observations, planning and 
enquiry, as well as being encouraged to become independent learners when exploring possible 
answers for their scientific based questions. 

 

We believe that all students can make outstanding progress to achieve Science qualifications that 
will enable them to become confident and informed members of society. We inspire students to 
continue their studies within a wide range of scientific fields, preparing them with the knowledge 
and skills required for a higher level of study. In addition, we develop the intellectual curiosity, 
questioning and critical thinking skills in all students so that they can appreciate, with awe and 
wonder, the world around them. 

  



 

 

Computing 
 

Although under the new National Curriculum programme of study, ICT has been replaced by 
Computing, we have always been a Computing Department intent on ensuring that all of our 
students have the opportunity to apply themselves to the hardest elements of Computer Science. 
We are pleased that all students are now expected to learn about the use of algorithm based 
thinking to develop specific solutions to problems, however this is something that we have been 
delivering for years. We know that equipping students with Computing will ensure that they are 
extremely attractive to future employers and we want to ensure that they have the knowledge and 
skills to realise their future dreams. 

 

  

We also believe that all students need to be digitally literate and have the knowledge of the various 
programmes and applications that will enable them to communicate effectively in a digital 
environment. Finally, through understanding the world of Information and Communication 
Technology, we prepare students to understand the online world around them and how to be safe 
and productive citizens in this field. 

  



 

 

Drama 

Drama will provide a curriculum that is ambitious for all pupils.  We will equip all children 
with a range of skills including literacy and oracy skills, using drama terminology and 
developing racial literacy.  Vocabulary and texts will increase in challenge from KS3 to KS5, 
building these skills incrementally. 

Drama will provide a curriculum that is coherently planned and sequenced; schemes of work 
create progressively more challenging tasks.  At KS3 transferable skills and knowledge are 
taught during the early stages which will be revisited through each component of the GCSE.  
Knowledge from year 12 is revisited and developed in year 13. 

Drama will provide a curriculum that is successfully adapted, designed and developed for 
pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities; group work is designed to support 
the ablest and the weakest students.  Work is scaffolded for weaker students and teachers 
provide interventions for students who are struggling, especially with the written side of the 
course. 

Drama will ensure a curriculum that is broad and balanced for all pupils. Pupils’ experience 
of the curriculum is enriched by a diverse range of trips and visiting practitioners. 

Extra-curricular clubs and productions provide opportunities for all students from years 7-13 
to participate in practical drama. 

 

  



 

 

Economics 
 

In a complex world in which economic and political events have a profound effect on the lives of our 
students, the Economics and Business curriculum at KS4/5 is intended to provide economic theory 
and an insight into economic thinking that should provide a powerful and interesting framework to 
make sense of the economic/political world. We seek to enthuse all our students with an interest 
and desire to extend their knowledge and seek solutions to problems our society faces. Whilst it is 
true to say that students do not generally study Economics at KS2/3, the Economics curriculum at 
GCSE and A level is made accessible by prior learning in subjects such as mathematics, history and 
geography. Both the GCSE and the A level provide a solid foundation for taking the subject to a 
higher level. Whilst prior study is not necessary for A level or degree level study in Economics, prior 
study does allow a student to be confident that they understand what is required of them at the 
higher level. The teaching staff in the Economics and Business Department have great enthusiasm 
for the subjects of Economics and Business Studies.  

  



 

 

English 
 

The English curriculum is designed to be imaginative, exciting and inspiring for all our pupils. Through 
a broad study of texts and writing forms we endeavour for students to become curious and critical 
readers, as well as confident writers and speakers.  Building from students’ experiences at Key Stage 
2 we firmly believe in the importance of reading whole texts and study a broad range of topics such 
as: world seminal literature, pre 1914 texts, Shakespeare, poetry, non-fiction and a variety of drama 
texts. The curriculum is designed to build on students’ knowledge of not only literary and literacy 
based concepts but an awareness of wider social, political, historical and moral issues. Students are 
taught to approach sensitive topics and understand differing viewpoints from their own, engaging in 
academic debates and discussions. 

We believe the best way for all our pupils to make outstanding progress is to personalise the 
curriculum across each key stage, catering for and responding to the individual needs of all students. 
At all levels of ability students are taught to evaluate what they read and develop a personal response. 
Our aim is that they become increasingly confident, using inference skills to make judgements about 
authorial intent and appreciating not only the wider themes and devices used to shape meaning but 
also to explore the imaginative possibilities of interpretation.  

Reading for pleasure is at the heart of our philosophy, helping students to develop a passion for our 
subject, as well as striving for independence in learning across all key stages. We maintain high 
academic standards for all students and encourage pupils to develop areas of interest outside the 
classroom, alongside our programme of extra-curricular activities to enrich students’ knowledge 
beyond the scope of the curriculum. 

  



 

 

Geography 
The Geography curriculum has been designed to develop students understanding of the discipline by 

offering a broad and balanced experience of geographical issues across a variety of topics, which will 

link to students work at KS2 and allow them to make sense of key geographical issues facing the 

world today and in the future. Given the dynamic and ever-changing nature of the content within 

the discipline, Geography provides a critical lens through which to explore the ongoing fluidity of the 

Earth’s systems. Students will be taught a variety of skills, knowledge and understanding that will 

allow them to be:  

o Globally and locally aware - sensitive to contemporary issues around the world, the 
UK, and in and around London 

o Inquisitive thinkers - able to explore geographical ideas through enquiry-based 
thinking, curious to discover more about the world they live in 

o Inspired about their surroundings – such that they develop a keen interest in 
physical processes and 21st century environmental challenges 

o Compassionate global citizens – exploration of a range of locations and contexts, 
enables development of empathy for others in more challenging situations, and 
awareness of contemporary social inequalities 

o Equipped with 21st century geographical skills – comprehensive focus on a range of 
numeracy, literacy, oracy, data-led, and a variety of mapping skills should prepare 
students for life in the modern world  

o Responsible and sustainable global citizens – in our increasingly globalised world, 
students should have the knowledge and tools to make responsible choices about 
their lifestyles and consumption habits 

 

The Geography curriculum will offer all students opportunities to explore geographical concepts and 

processes inside and outside of the classroom which will enhance student’s appreciation of how 

humans interact and impact on the world around them. This will allow students to make outstanding 

progress and be confident global citizens as they move towards the world of work. For those 

continuing to study Geography at GCSE and beyond, they will be perfectly placed to achieve the 

highest grades. Geography is a subject that can open up the amazing world that we live in and equip 

students to be a responsible part of that world as they make their way in it. 

 

  



 

 

Government & Politics 
 

The Politics A Level curriculum has been designed to follow the Edexcel A Level Scheme of Work and 
ensure that all students can reach their full potential in the subject. The curriculum is based on 
developing knowledge and an informed understanding of contemporary political structures and 
issues in their historical context, both within the United Kingdom (UK) and globally. We also 
encourage students to develop a critical awareness of the changing nature of politics and the 
relationships between political ideas, institutions and processes. 

Through both class discussions and essay writing, students develop their ability to critically 
analyse, interpret and evaluate political information to form arguments and make judgement.  In 
addition, they will develop knowledge and an informed understanding of the influences and 
interests which have an impact on decisions in government and politics, as well as an informed 
understanding of the rights and responsibilities of individuals and groups.   

We believe that all students can make outstanding progress to achieve a Politics A Level 
qualification. We believe that all students can access the course and master skills demanded at A 
Level and that these skills are a powerful force in shaping them as citizens and as future 
employees.  Furthermore, we want all students to develop an interest in, and engagement with, 
contemporary politics. 

  



 

 

History 
 

The History curriculum has been designed to build upon the content learnt at Key Stage 2 and 
ensure that all students can reach their full potential in the subject. The curriculum is based on 
developing substantive content but also in developing second order concepts such as evidence, 
chronology, significance and the evaluation of continuity and change.  

Students are taught a broadly chronological course that helps them develop skills of argument and 
of analysis. Students are regularly taught how the events and changes of the past have contributed 
to the Britain of the present and how the experiences of individuals have contributed to their 
interpretations of the past.  

We believe that all students can make outstanding progress to achieve a History qualification. We 
believe that all students can access the past and master skills demanded at GCSE and that these skills 
are a powerful force in shaping them as citizens and as future employees.  Students continuing to 
study History will be able to apply their knowledge in both A-Level and degree courses. Those who 
continue to pursue History at the highest level will have gained a level of expertise from the 
experiences on offer. However we want all students to understand how History has shaped the 
world we live in today and to give them purchase in the world.  

  



 

 

Mathematics 
 

The Mathematics curriculum has been designed to build upon the content learnt at Key Stage 2 and 
ensure that all students can reach their full potential in the subject. Through learning about the five 
strands of mathematics (Number, Algebra, Geometry, Statistics and Ratio & Proportion) students are 
taught to understand the fundamental principles that underpin the subject (e.g. concept of number, 
the role that algebra plays in representing values) and how to manipulate these according to the 
rules that govern it. Through this foundational understanding students develop their numeracy skills 
to calculate accurately and efficiently - both mentally and in written format. This in turn enables 
them to precisely rearrange expressions and equations to solve problems in unfamiliar contexts 
which can then be communicated to an audience. Students are regularly taught how to apply their 
mathematical knowledge to problems within both a real world context (e.g. finance) as well as those 
which are purely mathematical (e.g. angles in circle theorems). 

 

We believe that all students can make outstanding progress to achieve a mathematical qualification 

that will equip them to be confident citizens and to gain future employment. Students continuing to 

study subjects with mathematical content will be able to apply their knowledge in both A-Level and 

degree courses. Those who continue to pursue mathematics at the highest level will have gained a 

level of expertise from the experiences on offer. However we want all students to understand how 

mathematics has shaped the world we live in today and to appreciate the wonder of the subject. 

 

  



 

 

Film & Media Studies 
 

Media Studies is a subject that enables students to understand everything presented to them in the 

Media, whilst enabling them to analyse and debate reasons for its construction. 

Studies empower students to become critical receivers of the Media and question what they are 

faced with. Students will also have a chance to create Media products according to their critical 

understanding. 

 

Media Studies is available to study at GCSE and A Level with Film Studies being available at KS5. 

Students from both Key Stages will have the opportunity to study and analyse a wide range of media 

products; ranging from TV, Radio, Magazines, Video Games, Online and Participatory Media, 

Advertising and Marketing, Newspapers and the Music Industry. The fluid nature between the two 

key stages means that the students’ line of study and skills learnt will be built upon as students 

continue their studies beyond GCSE. The practical component of the curriculum involves research, 

planning and production of a convincing Media product utilising appropriate conventions and using 

various software and practical equipment.  

 

The media studies curriculum at Graveney is designed to both excite, inspire and challenge and has 

been designed to extend and develop learning at KS3 and KS4, ensuring that all students can reach 

their full potential in the subject. Learning through the theoretical framework of Language, Industry, 

Audience, Representation, students are taught to understand the fundamental principles that 

underpin the subject (e.g. historical context, industry practice, media affects, the role the media 

plays in constructing hegemony and representing values and ideologies) and how and the media is 

mostly driven by the logic of profit within the rules that govern it. Through this study students 

develop literacy and visual literacy skills to accurately and effectively evaluate how meaning is 

constructed and received through the processes of encoding and decoding. This in turn enables 

them to precisely analyse and deconstruct a wide range of media texts within their social, political 

and historical contexts with the purpose of evaluating how and why messages and values are 

communicated to an audience. Students are regularly taught how to apply their knowledge and 

understanding of the theoretical framework to the set texts within the social, political and historical 

context, thus developing students as critical thinkers 

We believe that all students can make outstanding progress to achieve a media studies qualification 

that will equip them to be confident citizens and to gain future employment. Students continuing to 

study subjects that include any element of media literacy and context will be able to apply their 

gained knowledge in both A-Level and degree courses. Those who continue to pursue media at the 

highest level will have gained a level of expertise from the experiences on offer. However, we want 

all students to understand how the media has shaped the world we live in today and to appreciate 

the scale, impact and wonder of the subject. As a result, the media studies curriculum will; 

 provides extra-curricular opportunities to support the development of the whole child 

 prepare students as digital natives for life as 21st century citizens 

 provide students with interchangeable creative skills 

 heighten literacy and visual literacy skills, reading and writing. 

  



 

 

MFL 
 

The curriculum: 

 is designed to both excite and inspire 

 builds on prior learning at KS2  

 enables all students to make Outstanding Progress 

 provides extra-curricular opportunities to support the development of the whole child 

 prepares students for the next phase of learning 

 equips students with an understanding of effective Habits of Mind 

 develops literacy skills in TL and also in English 

 encourages tolerance and inclusivity} 

 

The Languages curriculum has been designed to develop pupils’ skills for learning languages, to 

encourage a can-do approach and an enthusiasm for language learning that can last a lifetime. We 

do this by: 

o maximising and differentiating the use of target language so that this becomes as far as 

possible the main language of communication in the classroom. This allows for maximum 

exposure to the language, equipping pupils with the tools to produce the language for 

themselves.  

o encouraging pupils to take risks so that they develop their confidence and independence 

and they learn to manipulate structures. 

o looking for links in learning with English and/or other languages, developing grammatical 

understanding and spotting patterns in language. 

o developing our learners’ creativity and originality and encouraging them to collaborate with 

others to support and extend each other in lessons. 

o actively promoting cultural understanding and tolerance by consistently contextualising the 

languages that we teach within their cultures and challenging stereotypes throughout the 

curriculum. 

  



 

 

Music  
The Music curriculum: 

 is designed to both excite and inspire 

 builds on prior learning at KS2 (reference to KS2 writing if relevant) 

 enables all students to make Outstanding Progress 

 provides extra-curricular opportunities to support the development of the whole child 

 prepares students for the next phase of learning 

 equip students with an understanding of effective Habits of Mind 

The Music curriculum has been designed to provide all pupils with a comprehensive music 
education, a solid grounding for further study and an appreciation of a wide range of musical styles. 
Through learning the three main disciplines (Performing, Composing and Listening & Appraising) 
students are taught to read and notate music, play at a basic level on a number of instruments 
(focusing on keyboard skills), develop an understanding of the musical elements, and understand 
conventional approaches to composition. Students also learn the importance of historical context 
and how to apply this information when appraising a piece of music. The recurrence and 
development of these skills through a variety of topics ensures that they are able to apply their 
knowledge to a wide range of musical styles – both those that are taught through the curriculum and 
those that are not. 

We provide a strong extra-curricular programme, through instrumental and vocal lessons as well as 

large and small ensembles. Students are strongly encouraged to participate and a variety of 

opportunities are created to meet a wide range of interests. These activities allow students to 

consolidate and expand their musical understanding and develop advanced performance skills.  

Students will, through their curricular and extra-curricular musical experience, be exposed to a rich 

heritage of music, providing them with the cultural capital they need to gain the most from society, 

each other and adult life. Students will also acquire and develop the skills necessary to make 

outstanding progress and excel in Music as an option subject at KS4 and KS5. 

 



 

 

PE 
 

The PE curriculum has been designed to offer students a wide range of activities and build upon 

experience gained from Key Stage 2. It offers consistency at KS3 and more personalised learning in 

KS4 core PE lessons. All students have the opportunity to access the full curriculum and adaptations 

are made in lessons for those with specific individual needs. Learning focuses on the main activity 

areas (Games, athletics, OAA, Gymnastics). Students are taught to understand tactics and strategies 

through games, develop technique and performance in athletics and gymnastics (as well as games), 

develop intellectual and physical challenges in OAA, regularly analyse performance and use it to 

implement improvements to their own and others performance. We also focus on the development 

of core skills required for progression and next stages.   We teach students to be PE literate, to 

understand and use the use the correct terminology for performance and evaluation.  We also help 

students to understand the links between key words in PE and other subjects. 

We feel our curriculum allows all students to make outstanding personal progress across a wide 

range of activities and skills, which provide students with a diverse skill set that prepares them for 

the working world, i.e. leadership, communication, organisational skills, team work, analytical skills, 

coaching, resilience, resourcefulness, problem solving. Students who continue onto exam courses 

are able to apply their knowledge and pursue degree courses. Our department ethos is “fit for life” 

and we promote the positive values that physical activity has on all students’ lives.  

 

  



 

 

Philosophy & Theology 
 
Philosophy and Theology make a unique contribution to education. They challenge students to think 
hard about the most difficult problems that there are.  Subjects like Science and History do this too 
but there are certain kinds of questions whose difficulty can’t be resolved by getting more empirical 
evidence.  Instead, what is required is a deeper investigation in order to recognise that our thinking 
and the very questions we seek to ask, rest upon a number of presuppositions. Philosophy and 
Theology are unique in this respect because they reveal that our thinking is being driven by ideas we 
didn’t even realise we had.    
 
We want our students to develop open questioning minds and to respond to different belief 
systems, ideologies and theories with intellectual curiosity. We then want our students to subject 
their own beliefs to analysis and scrutiny and to articulate their position and understanding of life’s 
experience with confidence.  

 
 
We have designed the curriculum to equip students with the ability to think clearly, to reason 
logically, to expound and evaluate arguments, to reject facile assumptions and search for coherent 
principles of thought and action. In terms of evaluating and analysing arguments, being able to 
determine whether or not a conclusion logically follows from the premises is a vital skill. This test for 
validity crosses over with mathematical skill, for example,  if all P’s are Q’s and R is a P then R must 
also be a Q. Compare to if all P’s are Q’s and R is a Q then R must also be a P. Whilst the former is 
valid the latter is not.  
 
We are passionate about language and literacy especially from a philosophical perspective. Language 
shapes thought; you cannot have a thought, you cannot entertain an idea or a concept if you do not 
have a word for that idea or concept. In this way, we literally limit how people think and the 
concepts they have access to if we limit language; the converse is also true.  In this way language 
shapes the way in which we understand and make sense of the world, it shapes our perspective. 
 
Language is power. Students need to own language and this comes with use. We need to challenge 

them to search for and use words than enable them to write and speak with accuracy, precision and 



 

 

nuance - if they do not have these tools, if they are not articulate then others who are will use their 

power against them. 

We have therefore designed the curriculum to enhance student’s literacy, in its widest sense. From 

year 7 students are taught and expected to use a wide range of technical vocabulary both in 

discussions and written work. Students’ communication skills are developed during class discussions 

and P4C sessions. Being able to communicate with clinical precision and accuracy and to develop a 

succinct written style are skills highly prized both in higher education and in many professions.  

We also recognise the important role that Philosophy and Theology plays in contributing to the 

spiritual, social, moral and cultural values of our students and all of these issues are embedded into 

our curriculum. In KS3 we expose our students to a study of different spiritual and moral beliefs 

through our beliefs about God, ethics, and epistemology units.   

At KS4, we study the different moral and social responses to a wide range of issues including war, 

abortion, euthanasia, punishment, marriage, sexuality, conversion, racism, sexism, genetic 

engineering etc. from Christian, Muslim and non-religious perspectives.  

At KS5 we discuss these ethical issues in far greater depth and provide students with a sense of 

moral and cultural development through their studies.  Many students have commented that taking 

these subjects have allowed them to shape their moral compass and worldviews through meaningful 

discussion and debate in lessons.   

Religious Studies makes a significant contribution towards the development of racially literate 

students. Not only do we explore and celebrate the diversity of religious faiths and associated 

cultures in our community, we also tackle white Eurocentric perspectives. For example, we look at 

the way in which Jesus has been depicted and challenge the view that Christianity was brought to 

Africa by the West. In addition, at KS4 we spend a great deal of time looking at the intersection 

between race and religion in Islamophobia and the role social media can play 

IN SUM 

1. We want our students to develop open enquiring minds.  

2. We want them to develop a deep understanding of different theological and philosophical 

worldviews 

3. We want them to recognise that the beliefs and values different people hold shape their 

perspective and how they make sense of the world and their experiences. 

In addition, we want students to recognise that these beliefs and values shape the questions we 

seek to ask and so in this way, they actually determine the knowledge we acquire.   



 

 

Physics 
 

Our Science curriculum is rooted in inspiring students to develop their knowledge and practical skills, 
as well as a focus on guiding all students to become fluent in the language of Science. We aim to give 
all students a strong understanding of the world around them in addition to acquiring the skills and 
knowledge to help them to think scientifically, to gain an understanding of scientific processes and 
an appreciation of the uses and implications of Science in wider society. We build upon prior 
knowledge, ensuring all pupils have a firm grasp of concepts they will need as they progress through 
the curriculum. Taught through the three Science subjects by specialist teachers, all pupils learn 
fundamental principles including the basis of life, properties of substances and energy. 

Our curriculum also builds in key opportunities to develop pupils’ hands-on practical skills, 
encouraging them to ask questions and seek answers through Scientific method.  These skills are 
embedded in each topic and are revisited and developed throughout their time at school. All 
students are supported to develop and use a range of skills including observations, planning and 
enquiry, as well as being encouraged to become independent learners when exploring possible 
answers for their scientific based questions. 

We believe that all students can make outstanding progress to achieve Science qualifications that 
will enable them to become confident and informed members of society. We inspire students to 
continue their studies within a wide range of scientific fields, preparing them with the knowledge 
and skills required for a higher level of study. In addition, we develop the intellectual curiosity, 
questioning and critical thinking skills in all students so that they can appreciate, with awe and 
wonder, the world around them. 

  



 

 

PSHE 
 

Pupils at all key stages need the knowledge to be able to make informed decisions about 

their wellbeing, health and relationships so that they can embrace the challenges of living a 

happy and successful adult life. The PSHE schemes of work have been developed 

thoughtfully and with the recognition that young people will navigate a complex world both 

online and offline, and therefore need practical tools to deal with the challenges they may 

face. Our curriculum recognises the diversity of our student body in terms of values, beliefs 

cultures, ethnicities, genders, sexuality and neurodiversity- we aim to approach the teaching 

of all health, relationship and sex education in an inclusive and sensitive way, promoting 

respectful discussion and empathy skills. 

Our Citizenship curriculum aims to equip pupils with the skills and knowledge to explore 

political and social issues critically, to weigh evidence, debate and make reasoned 

arguments. We aim to prepare pupils to take their place in society as responsible citizens 

with the recognition that the different social groups experience ‘society’ in different ways.  

Our lessons encourage students to listen to one another and be open to a variety of 

perspectives. The discussions in the classroom will range beyond the statutory guidance. 

  



 

 

Social Sciences 
 

Pupils in KS4 are already looking beyond the confines of home and school. Pupils at Graveney are 
intrinsically interested in the wider world. They gather data through all their senses: reading and 
listening to the news, and are often passionately engaged in political and environmental issues. They 
often already respond with wonderment and awe to the Sociological issues they are encountering 
as their horizons are widening. Our GCSE Sociology curriculum has been designed to harness this 
curiosity, and takes a thorough look at selected Sociological issues of particular relevance and 
interest to pupils: namely the Family, Education, Social Differentiation and Stratification, and Crime 
and Deviance. 

 

We also aim to put into the pupil’s hands the tools they need to achieve a rigorous understanding of 
the discipline of Sociology: to think and communicate with clarity and precision and to use the 
academic language of this branch of knowledge with confidence and fluency. 

We deploy and extend the literacy and oracy skills 

learned in KS2, and scaffold our content to ensure 

that all pupils can make outstanding progress. Our 

classrooms are multi-cultural places where 

children listen empathetically and with genuine 

interest to the widest possible variety of 

perspectives. We are proud of the respectful 

discourse which the pupils expect from, and grant, 

each other. Discussions often range well beyond 

the narrow confines of the GCSE course, and these 

exchanges feed into exacting written work which 

prepares pupils for their exam, the next phase of 

their learning, and life beyond the classroom 

.  



 

 

Technology 
 

We want all students to understand how important Design and Technology is within our society. 
Students are taught to be discerning about what constitutes excellent design and manufacturing. 
Problem solving, creativity, sustainability and excellent manufacturing skills are central to everything 
that we do within Design Technology. This, we believe, is key to being both an excellent designer 
who might choose to pursue a creative career, as well as a responsible, informed consumer.  

Through the projects that we deliver, which focus on real world problems and situations, students 
are encouraged to be inquisitive about the world around them and to be able to apply a methodical 
and creative approach to researching, designing and making innovative, useful products.  We want 
student’s understanding of DT to take place both in and outside of school. Regular trips and contact 
with external designers and agencies are viewed as key to delivering a curriculum that is both 
stimulating and also current within a fast changing society. 

The Design Technology curriculum has been designed to ensure that students are able to experience 
and enjoy a wide range of subject specialist areas within Design Technology. These are Product 
Design / Architecture, Textiles, Food & Nutrition and Graphics. These subjects are delivered 
through passionate subject specialists in well equipped purpose built workshops which enables 
students to really explore their passion in their own particular interest area. As Design Technology is 
a new subject for many students, and as they are unfamiliar with specific working areas such as a 
wood workshop, food preparation areas and a Textiles workshop, Health and Safety are covered in 
depth in order to instil an understanding of how to work safely in all designated specialist 
rooms.  During Years 7 and 8 students will be given the opportunity to work on a range of projects 
across each specialist area. Projects have been designed in order to cover all aspects of the KS3 
curriculum, with a mixture of design theory, design and practical activities.  

At KS4 and KS5 students cover all aspects of the 
syllabus in order to prepare them for the GCSE and A 
Level Design Technology qualification. Using a mixture 
of theory content and design & make activities, 
students are encouraged to explore and solve real 
world problems. Students work closely with clients 
and user groups in order to understand genuine 
design contexts and then apply an iterative design 
approach in order to meet user needs.  

 


