September 2026

Dear Parents/Carers,
We hope that you all had an enjoyable summer and that you and your family have had a successful start to the new academic year!
Firstly, we wanted to say how wonderful it has been to welcome our Year 13 students back to school. We congratulate them on their excellent AS results. We have all been so impressed by their positive attitude at the start of such an important year, and look forward to working with them. 
Following on from our work at the end of the last academic year, we are now using form time to continue with our programme of support on UCAS and Next Steps, including follow-up sessions on UCAS Personal Statements and Alternative Pathways. 
You’ll remember that in the summer term we sent out initial advice, information and guidance for both students and parents through our letters home. Please do refer back to these as necessary. 
Our support now continues in school – in the first week back, Year 13 students have the following:
· Year 13 Induction Morning with FAQs on UCAS/ Next Steps 
· Teachers are now issuing UCAS Predicted Grades to students 
· UCAS/ Next Steps Assembly with Mr Kazi (Deputy Director of Sixth Form) 
· Early Entry Applicants IAG meeting with Mr Kazi & Mr Mercer (Head of Year)
· UCAS/Next Steps referees are in the process of being finalised and allocated to students
In order to support parents through the process, we attach a copy of the Graveney Guide to Next Steps which is your comprehensive guide to supporting your child at home in making their applications for next steps, whatever it is that they intend to do next – please do read this thoroughly and discuss it with your child at home. 
All Year 13 students are in the process of being allocated a referee who will work with them on a one-to-one basis to provide them with support for their UCAS applications or other Next Steps plans. Students should book an appointment with their mentor so that initial meetings can begin. 
Please ensure that your child has completed a draft of their Personal Statement on their Unifrog account so that they can discuss it with their allocated referee. Guidance on how to do this began last summer in form time, and information is available to students on Google Classroom.

Expectations:
It’s obviously vitally important that all students start the year in the most positive way possible to set them up for the rest of the year. In particular students must attend every lesson, form time and assemblies on time, and complete all work set both in class and at home. Where students are not meeting these basic expectations then you may receive a brief email with the details. If this does happen then please do speak to your child about it.
Please ensure that your child brings their ID to school with them each day and remind them that they must wear it correctly. This is a key part of our safeguarding strategy. No student will be admitted to the school site without their ID. Once ID cards have been issued to all students, if a student comes to school without their ID, they can either purchase a new one for £5, or they will need to return home to collect it. If a student is not wearing their ID correctly, they will initially receive a warning letter home, and this will be followed up with an after school detention for any repeat incidents. Your ongoing support with this is much appreciated.

Key Dates – Autumn and Spring Terms:
We wanted to use this opportunity to highlight some key dates for Year 13 that are approaching, which are as follows:
Tuesday 22nd September: 	Form Tutor Parents’ evening – further details to follow
Friday 25th September: 		INSED Day (school closed to all students)
Monday 28th September: 	Graveney Early Entry UCAS Deadline (Internal, 6pm)
Monday 12th October: 		Early school closure at 3.05pm to prepare for open events
Tuesday 13th October: 		Year 12 Open Evening (Y13 students acting as guides, 5 – 8.30 pm)
Thursday 15th October: 		Year 7 Open Evening (Senior Prefects only)
Friday 16th October: 		Late school opening at 10.45am following open events
Friday 23th October: 		Last Day of School (full day)
October Half Term 
Monday 2nd November: 		Return to school
Year 13 Mid-Year Assessment Week
Monday 23rd November: 	Final updates to UCAS predictions
Wednesday 25th November: 	Mid-Year Results Report to Parents
Friday 4th December: 		Graveney Pre-Christmas UCAS Deadline (Internal, 6pm)
Applications submitted without errors by this date will be sent before Christmas
Monday 7th December: 		Full Report to Parents
Friday 11th December: 		Graveney Final UCAS Deadline (Internal, 6pm)
All UCAS Applications must be submitted by this date to allow us to meet the external deadline
Monday 14th December:	Carol Service (Sixth Form A Cappella group, 7pm)
Thursday, 17th December:	Sixth Form Christmas Fair
Friday 18th December: 		Last Day of School – Sixth Formers work from home
Christmas Holiday
Monday 4th January: 		Return to school (normal lessons)
Wednesday 3rd February: 	Subject Teacher Parents’ Evening (online 5pm – 7.30pm)
Friday 12th February: 		Last Day of School (full day)
February Half Term 
Monday 22nd February: 		Return to school
Year 13 Mid-Year Assessment Week
Thursday 4th March: 		STAGS performances begin (3 days)
Thursday 18th March: 		Progress Report & Tutor Report to Parents 
Thursday 25th March: 		Last Day of School – for all students including Sixth Form
Easter Holiday
Monday 12th April: 		Return to school (normal lessons)

Please note that further information about the Year 13 Subject Teacher Parents’ Evening will follow closer to the time. 
Key dates for the remainder of the year can be found on the Graveney School website under Parent Portal > Term Dates: https://www.graveney.org/Term-Dates/
Extra-Curricular Opportunities:
Sixth Form Sport is popular with students and provides a welcome mid-week break. Social Sports is inclusive and requires no prior experience. The programme includes:
· Social Sports – Wednesday Lunch and Period 5: Netball, Football, Rugby, Table Tennis and Badminton. Run club (Thursday Lunch)
· Team Graveney: Netball (Wed Lunch - Period 5, Top Rec; Football, Rugby (both Wed after school, Tooting Common), Basketball (Fri after school, Sports Hall) – fixtures take place on Wednesday afternoons where possible.    ​
Clubs and societies are going to be launched next week so please do encourage your child to get involved with activities that might suit their interests – or to try something new! 
We have an exciting range of external speakers over the Autumn Term, and a separate letter will follow with full details of the programme. Do talk to your child about this, and encourage them to come along to any that may be of interest to them. The sessions will be held on Wednesday lunchtime (1.30pm) in B2/B3 in Bradford House, and we look forward to seeing them there! 

If you would like to get in touch with us, please email InfoYear13@graveney.wandsworth.sch.uk and we will be pleased to assist you with your query

With my very best wishes, 
Mr Z Kazi

Deputy Director of Sixth Form

