NON EXAMINED ASSESSMENT/COURSEWORK

Many of you will have already or will soon be starting your NEA in particular subjects.  NEA is non-examined assessment or coursework. We would like to point out to you some important information about plagiarism, which includes the use of Artificial Intelligence (AI).

· The purpose of completing NEA/coursework is for you to demonstrate the academic skills required in your subject.  This will explained to you by your teachers and is clearly stated in the marking criteria, which often uses expressions like ‘the ability to analyse, draw conclusions, evaluate’.  Your teachers will also explain to you the importance of submitting your own independent work (a result of your own efforts, independent research, etc.) for assessments. 

· Your teachers will go through with you the demands and expectations of coursework as well as the rules.

· One of the very important rules concerns plagiarism, including AI, which is not allowed and is, in fact, sanctioned should you do it.

· Plagiarism means copying and submitting work from sources as if it is your own.  The actual definition is, “unacknowledged copying from or reproduction of published sources, AI or incomplete referencing”.  This could be a single sentence or whole paragraphs. To plagiarise is to cheat. 

· In some subjects you are allowed to quote from references, but you have to acknowledge this in your work.  Your teachers will explain how to reference sources for your work.  They will also explain to you which types of references to use and where to find reliable resources.

· For each piece of coursework you do, you have to sign a declaration of authenticity to confirm that the work is your own and that you have not copied from your sources, including AI.  For the examination board this declaration is very important. If you sign the declaration to say that the work submitted is your own, and you have plagiarised, then the consequences are serious.

· Your teachers know the standard of your work through classwork including discussions, homework, assessments etc .  They can compare your coursework with other work you have done.  If they suspect plagiarism, they will first of all check your work. This is much easier than you think, and the exam boards provide clear guidance for teachers on how to check that your work is not plagiarised.  

· As teachers we are duty bound to follow up any suspected cases of AI, ‘Where teachers have doubts about the authenticity of student work submitted for assessment (for example, they suspect that parts of it have been generated by AI), they must investigate and take appropriate action.’ (Joint Qualification Council)

· The school has access to sophisticated AI checkers including Turnitin and inbuilt AI software in Google Classroom, which identify the use of plagiarism and AI.  Your teachers will use these to check your work. These checkers are capable of identifying AI generated work that is not your own. We are also looking for ‘proof of process’ i.e. that the work being submitted by you is planned, crafted and written by you.  If we find that you have plagiarised in any way then we cannot sign your declaration and you will be awarded 0 marks.

· The examination board also has its own sanctions if work is signed off by you and your teacher but the board finds that you’ve plagiarised. These sanctions have serious consequences.  Examiners are trained to spot plagiarism and are given ways to check suspected plagiarism and use of AI.  If they find a student has committed plagiarism, including by using AI, and has made a false declaration of authenticity, then their sanctions include disqualification from the subject and/or barring the student from entering for one or more examinations for a set period of time.  

· You do not want this to happen to you, so you must make sure that, when you hand in your coursework and before you sign the declaration of authenticity, that the coursework is entirely your own work and that you haven’t copied or paraphrased sections from sources including AI. 
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